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What’s missing from this photo?
That’s right. The photo shown at left is the road leading into Owego Free Acad-

emy. What’s missing? Why, the pot holes, of course.
The paving job, which cost the district approximately $90,000, began in mid-

July and was completed in mid-August. The smooth surface travels toward the high
school, wrapping all the way around the parking area and soccer pitch.

                            For “before” and “during” construction  photos, see Page 4.
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A new school year presents
opportunities for various beginnings.
At any school there are new classes,
new faces and friends, new teachers,
courses and materials.

But this year at Owego
Apalachin School District, we’re
fortunate enough to be welcoming on-
line a brand new school as well. It’s
an event that doesn’t happen often in a
district, or community.

While the advent of the new
world-class Owego Apalachin Middle
School is an exciting one, newness
alone cannot produce transformation.
We must be willing to get caught up in

September, October
community meetings
set with Dr. Willon

Owego Apalachin School
District is required to conduct a
census to locate and identify all
children who reside in our school
district, including pre-school and
school-aged students with a
disability.

In an effort to update our
records, the district mailed each
resident that had been identified as
having a student(s) in the OA
district an informational sheet with
their child’s name, gender, date of
birth, school/placement, grade,
special needs (yes or no), etc., to
help verify the accuracy of our
records.

If you haven’t yet done so,
please help our efforts by returning
the informational form in the
stamped, self-addressed envelope
that we had previously provided.

If you hadn’t received a letter
and informational form and you
have a child that resides in our
district, please call Laura Davis at
687-6217.

Please help OA
update district’s
census records

Are you receiving E-mail
entitled DATELINE OA? These
notes, sent by Stephen P. Jensen,
OA’s public information coordina-
tor, began arriving late last year in
an attempt to keep parents and
interested members of the commu-
nity up-to-date on happenings that
affect our schools.

If you’d like to receive these
E-mail updates,  write to Jensen at
jensens@oacsd.org and he’ll be
glad to add your address to his list.

Got DATELINE OA?

Dr. Mychael Willon, OA
superintendent of schools, this
school year will continue to host
informal breakfast and lunch
meetings with parents and residents
of the district.

The first scheduled meeting
is set for 8:30 a.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 21 at the Blue Dolphin
Restaurant in Apalachin.

The second meeting has been
scheduled for 8:30 a.m. Friday,
Oct. 21 at the Owego Treadway
Inn.

Meeting attendees are
responsible for the purchase of
their own meals.

Get ready to dive in.
The Owego Apalachin School

District Board of Education, at its
August 11, 2005, meeting, voted
unanimously to adopt a plan that
would allow for the district to
assume responsibility for the
operation of the community pool,
located at Owego Free Academy.
The pool had previously been
operated by Tioga Opportunities.

“Since we first learned that
Tioga Opportunities would be
asking the district to assume
responsibility for the community
pool operation, we’ve been commit-
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Message Continued from Page 1

- Dr. Mychael Willon
OA Superintendent of Schools

Siempre,
Mychael
Phone for Dr. Mychael C. Willon: 687-6224
E-mail: willonm@oacsd.org

Administration
36 Talcott St.
Owego, N.Y. 13827
(FAX 687-6313)

Dr. Mychael C. Willon
Superintendent of Schools
Phone: 687-6224
E-mail: willonm@oacsd.org

Bernard C. Dolan
Associate Superintendent
Phone: 687-6223
E-mail: dolanb@oacsd.org

Thomas Comerford III
Dir. Pupil Personnel Services
Phone: 687-6226
E-mail: comerfordt@oacsd.org

Deborah J. Pichette
Coordinator of Instruction
Phone: 687-6227
E-mail: pichetted@oacsd.org

Stephen P. Jensen
Public Information Coordinator
Phone: 687-7214
E-mail: jensens@oacsd.org

Apalachin Elementary
405 Pennsylvania Ave.
Apalachin, N.Y. 13732
(FAX 625-5811)

Joseph DiCosimo
Principal
Phone: 687-6289
E-mail: dicosimoj@oacsd.org

OA Middle School
3 Sheldon Guile Boulevard
Owego, N.Y. 13827
(FAX 687-6259)

Robert Devan
Principal
Phone: 687-6248
E-mail: devanb@oacsd.org

Sheila Bertoni
Dean of Students
Phone: 687-6250
E-mail: bertonis@oacsd.org

Owego Elementary
1 Christa McAuliffe Lane
Owego, N.Y. 13827
(FAX 687-6268)

George Thearle
Principal
Phone: 687-6261
E-mail: thearleg@oacsd.org

Owego Free Academy
1 Sheldon Guile Boulevard
Owego, N.Y. 13827
(FAX 687-6253)

Ronald Pierce
Principal
Phone: 687-6230
E-mail: rpierce@oacsd.org

Dean of Students
Willard Davis
Phone: 687-6231
E-mail: davisw@oacsd.org

the rebirth that is possible with each
fall’s first days and weeks of the fresh
school year.

Starting a new year gives us
the opportunity to make new plans,
design new strategies and implement
new ideas. For our teachers, there is a
special kind of joy and satisfaction in
planning lessons and activities. Every
staff member will be returning this
year to the theme “I’ve Got The
Power.” Each of us can and will make
a positive difference in the lives of our
district’s children.

For the students and parents,
hope springs eternal with a new
chapter to write in our personal
histories.

Whether one’s responsibility
is administrating, supervising,
teaching, preparing lunches,
maintaining a building, or managing
an office, the staff at Owego
Apalachin schools is always looking
for a better way to address a situation,
and every conversation along those
lines is borne from one very simple
tenet: How can we do the best job
possible in educating and caring for
the children of our communities
during this new school year?

We can be very proud of
what we achieve at Owego Apalachin
– in our classrooms, in our offices, on
our playing fields and on our stages –
but our achievements are not due to
complacency and satisfaction with the
status quo.

Our program is what it is
because a staff of dedicated, aspiring
men and women have a common goal
– to do what is best for students – and
they’re always looking for the best
ways to reach that end.

This year, from our
perspective as educators at Owego
Apalachin, from the perspective of the
students, and with the strong support
of parents and loved ones, we must all
concentrate on the processes that spur
continuing advancement, evaluating
what we have, determining what we
can do to improve, and identifying
what we need to make those
improvements.

With that thought as our
backdrop, I wish each of you the best
of luck as we enter the 2005-06 school
year at Owego Apalachin. Let’s work
together to make it this district’s best
year yet.

“We can be very proud of what we achieve at Owego Apalachin – in our classrooms,
in our offices, on our playing fields and on our stages – but our achievements are
not due to complacency and satisfaction with the status quo.”

In a class entitled “Establishing
Rapport and Student

Management,” taught by Dr.
Mychael Willon, OA

superintendent of  schools, last
spring, teachers in the district

had a chance to  share their
experiences with working to
reach students. Pictured are

Dr. Willon (in three photos,
top); Holly Quick, Sam

Spooner and Kathy
Vasilopoulos, left to right, in

photo above; Jason
Westervelt, Amy Perry-DeRito

and Bil Fahrenbach, left to
right, in photo at right.

Pictured above
are: Tracy Bartlow

(at left) and
Renee Fox. At

right are, left to
right, Westervelt,
Perry-DeRito and

Fahrenbach.
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Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act
(FERPA) Notice for Directory Information

The Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), a
Federal law, requires that thr Owego
Apalachin School District, with
certain exceptions, obtain your written
consent prior to the disclosure of
personally identifiable information
from your child’s education records.

However, OA may disclose
appropriately designated “directory
information” without written consent,
unless you have advised the District to
the contrary in accordance with
District procedures.  The primary
purpose of directory information is to
allow the OA to include this type of
information from your child’s
education records in certain school
publications.

Examples include:
�A playbill, showing your

student’s role in a drama production.
�The annual yearbook.
�Honor roll or other

recognition lists.
�Graduation programs.
�Sports activity sheets, such

as for wrestling, showing weight and
height of team members.

Directory information, which
is information that is generally not
considered harmful or an invasion of
privacy if released, can also be
disclosed to outside organizations
without a parent’s prior written
consent.

Outside organizations
include, but are not limited to,
companies that manufacture class
rings or publish yearbooks.

In addition, the New York
State Education Law § 2-1 and two
federal laws require school districts
receiving assistance under the

Birthday and Holiday Cake Form

Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965  (ESEA) to provide
military recruiters, upon request, with
student names, addresses and
telephone listings – unless parents
have advised the school district that
they do not want their student’s
information disclosed without their
prior written consent.

If you do not want OA to
disclose some or all directory
information from your child’s

education records without your prior
written consent, you must notify the
district in writing within 30 days of
publication of this newsletter.

OA has designated the
following information as directory
information:

�Student’s name
�Address
�Telephone listing
�Electronic mail address
�Student’s Image (photo)

�Date and place of birth
�Major field of study
�Dates of attendance
�Grade level
�Participation in officially

recognized activities and sports
�Weight and height of

members of athletic teams
�Degrees, honors, and

awards received
�The most recent educational

agency or institution attended

You can order birthday or holiday cakes for your child’s class, as full and
half sheet cakes may be purchased to designate the celebration. Feel
free to use this order form, or to acquire one in each of the district’s four
schools’ offices.

In accordance with the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 com-
monly known as Section 504,
Owego Apalachin School Dis-
trict hereby notifies disabled
children and their parents of the
district’s duty under the Regu-
lations to Section 504.

OA shall provide a free
appropriate public education to
each qualified disabled child
who resides in the district, re-
gardless of the nature or sever-
ity of the disability.

OA shall educate each
qualified disabled child with
children who are not disabled
to the maximum extent appro-
priate to the needs of the dis-
abled child, and shall also en-
sure that disabled children par-
ticipate with non-disabled chil-
dren in nonacademic and extra-
curricular activities to the maxi-
mum extent appropriate.

A disabled child shall be
afforded an equal opportunity
for participation in such ser-
vices and activities.

OA shall provide disabled
children an equal opportunity
for participation in physical

education courses, interscholas-
tic, club or intramural athletics.

OA shall conduct pre-
placement evaluations, and
shall establish standards and
procedures consistent with Sec-
tion 104.35 for the evaluation
and placement of children who
need or are believed to need
special education or related ser-
vices.

Periodic reevaluation
shall be conducted of children
who have been provided special
education or related services.

Placement decisions shall
draw upon information from a
variety of sources and shall be
made by a group of persons
knowledgeable about the child,
the meaning of the evaluation
data, and the placement options.

OA shall establish and
implement a system of proce-
dural safeguards that includes
notice, an opportunity for the
parent to examine relevant
records, an impartial hearing
with the opportunity for partici-
pation by the parent and repre-
sentation by counsel, and a re-
view procedure.

OA’s notice to parents
of children with disabilities
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In touch: OA parent leaders provide connection
� Write to Allison Hall at
lcrep.elem.ah@verizon.net
� Write to Lisa Linehan at
lisalinehan@stny.rr.com
� For more parent-group
contact information, write to
Stephen Jensen, OA public
information coordinator, at
jensens@oacsd.org.

Contact Points
How can parents (or anyone in the

district) find out what’s happening in our
school district?

One way is to understand at what
various levels certain decisions are
made, and to know who is making them.

Allison Hall and Lisa Linehan are
Owego Apalachin parents who have
spent the past year keeping their fingers
on the pulse of decision-making in the
district. These two moms are the Owego
Elementary (Hall) and Middle School/
High School (Linehan) parent represen-
tatives to the OA Leadership Council.

The Leadership Council is a dis-
trict-wide committee (comprised of ad-
ministrators, teachers, BOE members,
school staff, union reps and parents)
which discusses and works on the BOE
goals for the district.

“As parent reps, we go to the meet-
ings, listen, participate, offer our per-
spectives and ask to hear back from par-

ents about what they think and any ques-
tions they have about the issues, goals
and action plans that are being imple-
mented,” said Linehan. “That can only
be done if parents are able to access in-
formation.”

“Parents are an integral part of the
decision-making body of our school dis-
trict,” said Dr. Mychael Willon, Owego
Apalachin superintendent of schools.

“By working together, we have the
power to make each of our children suc-
cessful.”

A brief report regarding these
meetings is given at OES, AES, OAMS
and OFA parent group meetings, and the
report will be available in the newslet-
ters, office/lobby of each school, and on
respective Web sites and E-mail groups.

“One of the four district goals is
to achieve the highest level of employee
cooperation, trust and empowerment,”
said Thomas Comerford III, OA’s direc-
tor of pupil personnel services.

“The district has had a long tradi-
tion of shared decision-making, which
is evident through Leadership Council,
building-level committees, Committee
on Special Education, Pre-school Com-
mittee on Special Education, etc.

“However, the district is looking
to further strengthen this goal by expand-
ing the shared decision-making process

at the building and district level,”
Comerford added. “In addition, we’re
looking to establish a more structured,
clearly defined hierarchy for communi-
cation and decision-making so it is clear
who makes what decisions and how
communication flows.”

“No one loves to sit through a
four-hour meeting,” said Hall. “But the
discussion and concern for children that
is put into each and every decision makes
me feel very confident that kids in the
OA district are in excellent hands.”

The group meets once a month
throughout the school year and summer.
If you would like to receive these reports
via E-mail, please use the contact names
below.

“We want input from parents. It
makes a difference when we can address
the issues on the table from the perspec-
tive of many parents than if it is just our
own opinion.”

The Road to OFA Gets a Facelift

While sections of the road to Owego Free
Academy had received repair jobs over the years,
Tony Clark, Owego Apalachin School District
maintenance supervisor, said he believes this is the
boulevard’s first complete reconstruction.

According to Jerry Russell, retired OA
assistant superintendent, “The last major repair by
outside contractors was done approximately 10 to
12 years ago as part of a capital project at OFA.”

Grinding was done from July 18 to 21, with
paving work taking place August 11 and 12.

Suit-Kote, out of Cortland, performed the
“in-place recycling” of the old road. Blacktop was
supplied by C&C Ready Mix Corp., of Owego, and
the actual paving work was done by Spencer
Paving, of Spencer, according to Clark.

Pavlovich Pavement Markings, of Endicott,
will apply the striping to the roadway. This work
was slated to be performed in the weeks around
school’s opening day.

“Between the time that the old road was
ground up and paved, the school district’s
maintenance department repaired several dry wells
and assisted in getting the road ready for paving,”
Clark said. “The Town of Owego also assisted in
this project, hauling blacktop.”

Total cost of the project was approximately
$90,000, according to Clark.

District invests in work
to rehabilitate entryway

The photos here show
various aspects of the
work performed on
Sheldon Guile Boulevard,
as the roadway was given
a complete makeover
heading into the new
school year.
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Congratulations

    Seniors!
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A Moving Scene

The New York State Edu-
cation Law section 409-H, ef-
fective July 1, 2001, requires all
public and non-public elemen-
tary and secondary schools to
provide written notification to
all persons in parental relation,
faculty and staff regarding the
potential use of pesticides peri-
odically throughout the school
year.

OA is required to main-
tain a list of persons in parental
relation, faculty and staff who
wish to receive 48-hour prior
notification of certain pesticide
applications. The following pes-
ticide applications are not sub-
ject to prior notification:

�A school remains unoc-
cupied for a continuous 72
hours following an application.

�Anti-microbial prod-
ucts.

�Non-volatile rodenti-
cides in tamper-resistant bait
stations in areas inaccessible to
children.

�Non-volatile insecti-
cidal baits in tamper-resistant
bait stations in areas inacces-
sible to children.

�Silica gels and other
non-volatile ready-to-use

48-hour notification
of pesticide applications

pastes, foams or gels inacces-
sible to children.

�Boric acid and disodium
octaborate tetyahydrate.

�The application of EPA-
designated biopesticides.

�The application of EPA-
designated exempt materials
under 40CF152.25.

�The use of aerosol prod-
ucts with a directed spray in
containers of 18 fluid ounces or
less when used to protect indi-
viduals from an imminent threat
from stinging and biting insects
including venomous spiders,
bees, wasps and hornets.

In the event of an emer-
gency application necessary to
protect against an imminent
threat to human health, a good-
faith effort will be made to sup-
ply written notification to those
on the 48-hour prior notification
list.

If you  would like to re-
ceiver 48-hour prior notifica-
tion of pesticide applications
that are scheduled to occur in
your school, please contact
Tony Clark, OA’s district pesti-
cide representative, at: 687-
3044 or by E-mail at
clarkt@oacsd.org.

Information regarding
2005 school tax collection

It is recommended that
taxes be paid by check or
money order. After Oct. 31,
2005, all unpaid school taxes
are returned to the Tioga County
Treasurer’s Office for relevy to
the 2006 town and county taxes
payable in January to the town
collector.

By New York state law,
school taxes cannot be paid be-
tween the final school tax col-
lection date and January of
2006.

Several points of interest:
�All property owners will

receive a tax notice that includes
a Taxpayer Bill of Rights and
Star program information.

�If you have an escrow
account, a copy of your tax bill
will be sent to your mortgage
institution.

�There will be no collec-
tion on legal holidays.

� Place of collection:
Community Bank, N.A., lo-
cated at the Tops Fairground
Plaza, 50 W. Main St., Owego,
N.Y. 13827, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., Monday through Friday

(Teller line – cash, or drop

box for check or money order)
�Payment by mail post-

marked AFTER Oct. 1, 2005,
will be subject to a 2 percent
penalty.

�Payment postmarked af-
ter Oct. 31, 2005, will NOT be
accepted.

�Taxes will also be col-
lected on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 21, 2005 at Apalachin El-
ementary School from 9 a.m. to
noon, and from 12:30 to 2:30
p.m.

�If making payment by
mail: Make checks payable to
Owego Apalachin Schools, c/o
Amy Bidwell, 36 Talcott St.,
Owego N.Y. 13827. Telephone
687-6317.

� No-penalty period:
Sept. 2 through Oct. 1, 2005.

�2 percent penalty: Oct.
2 through Oct. 31, 2005.

The OA School District
has scheduled its annual test of
the “Early Dismissal Plan” for
Thursday, October 6, 2005.

Pupils will be released 15
minutes earlier than their nor-
mally scheduled time in order
to test the early dismissal re-

October 6 set for OA’s
“Disaster Preparedness Test”

sponse of the district’s “Emer-
gency Management Plan,” as
required by Commissioner of
Education Regulation 155.17.

Please make appropriate
arrangements for the early ar-
rival of your child as a result of
this drill.

After a long wait, a
flurry of activity arrived

at the new middle
school on the

afternoon of
August 23. Suddenly,

classrooms looked
close to being set for
students. Computers
were being wheeled

into offices, the library
and classrooms, soon

to be configured and
connected. And boxes

that had waited on
trucks were finally

moved into their new
home, just in time for

the new school
year ahead.
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What’s available: Info on free & reduced meals
Children need healthy

meals to learn. Owego
Apalachin Central School Dis-
trict offers healthy meals every
school day.

Breakfast costs 95 cents
and lunch costs $1.75 for chil-
dren K-8, and $1.80 for those
in grades 9-12.

Children from house-
holds that meet federal income
guidelines (outlined below) are
eligible for free meals or re-
duced price meals. Reduced
price meals cost each eligible
student 25 cents for lunch and
25 cents for breakfast.

To apply for free or re-
duced price meals, submit a
Direct Certification letter from
the NYS Office of Temporary
and Disability Assistance or
complete an application (one is
available in this newsletter, or
you may receive one by calling
your child’s school), sign it and
return to the school lunch office
at OFA, 1 Sheldon Guile Blvd,
Owego, NY, 13827 by Septem-
ber 15.

Please refer to the guide-
lines contained here when com-
pleting the application. OA of-
ficials cannot approve an appli-
cation that is not complete, so
be sure to fill out all required
information.

Some common questions:
1. Do I need to fill out

an application for each child?
No. Complete the application to
apply for free or reduced price
meals. Do not fill out more than
one application for your house-
hold.

2. Who can get free
meals? Children in households
getting Food Stamps or TANF
can get free meals regardless of
your income. Also, your chil-
dren can get free price meals if
your household income is
within the free limits on the
Federal Income Guidelines.
Each foster child must be listed
on a separate application, with
Part 2 completed and include an
adult signature.

3. Can homeless, run-
away and migrant children
get free meals? Please call
Deborah Pichette to see if your
child(ren) qualify, if you have
not been informed that they get
free meals.

4. Who can get re-
duced-price meals? Your chil-
dren can get low cost meals if
your household income is
within the reduced price limits
on the Federal Income Chart,
shown below.

5. Should I fill out an
application if I received a let-
ter this school year saying my
children are approved for free
or reduced price meals?
Please read the letter you re-
ceive carefully and follow the
instructions. Call the school at
687-6284 if you have any ques-
tions.

6. I get WIC. Can my
child(ren) get free meals?
Children in households partici-
pating in WIC may be eligible
for free or reduced-price meals.

Please fill out an application.
7. Will the information

I give be checked? The school
may ask you at any time during
the school year to verify your
eligibility. You will be notified,
in writing, if you have been se-
lected for Verification.  School
officials may ask you to send
papers showing that your child
should receive free or reduced
price meals at the time you ap-
plied.

8. If I don’t qualify now,
may I apply later? Yes. You
may apply at any time during
the school year if your house-
hold size goes up, income goes
down, or if you start getting
Food Stamps, TANF or other
benefits. If you lose your job,
your children may be able to get
free or reduced price meals.

9. What if I disagree
with the school’s decision
about my application? You
should talk to school officials.
You may also ask for a hearing
by calling or writing to: Mr.
Bernard Dolan, 36 Talcott
Street, Owego, NY 13827 or
phone 687-6215.

10. May I apply if some-
one in my household is not a
U.S. citizen? Yes.You or your
child(ren) do not have to be
U.S. citizen to qualify for free
or reduce price meals.

11. Who should I in-
clude as members of my
household? You must include
all people living in your house-
hold, related or not (such as
grandparents, other relatives, or
friends). You must include
yourself and all children who
live with you.

12. What if my income
is not always the same? List
the amount that you normally
get. For example, if you nor-
mally get $1,000 each month,
but you missed some work last
month and only got $900, put
down that you get $1,000 per
month.  If you normally get

overtime, include it, but not if
you get it only sometimes.

How to Apply: To get
free or reduce price meals for
your children you may submit
a Direct Certification letter you
received from the NYS Office
of Temporary and Disability As-
sistance, or carefully complete
one application for your house-
hold and return it to the desig-
nated office.

If you now receive food
stamps, Temporary Assistance
to Needy Families (TANF), or
participate in the Food Distri-
bution Program for Indian Res-
ervations (FDPIR), the applica-
tion must include the children’s
names, the household food
stamp, TANF or FDPIR num-
ber and the signature of an adult
household member.

All children with the
same case number may be listed
on the same application.  Sepa-
rate applications are required
for children with different case
numbers. If you do not list a
food stamp, TANF and FDPIR
number for all children for
whom you applying, the appli-
cation must include the names
of everyone in the household,
the amount of income each
household member, and how
often it is received and where it
comes from.

It must include the signa-
ture of an adult household mem-
ber and the adult’s social secu-
rity number, or the word “none”
if the adult does not have a so-
cial security number.  An appli-
cation this is not complete can-
not be approved. Contact you
local Department of Social Ser-
vices for your food stamp or
TANF number or complete the
income portion of the applica-
tion.

Reporting Changes:
The benefits that you are ap-
proved for at the time of appli-
cation are effective for the en-
tire school year. You no longer
need to report changes for an
increase in income or decrease
in household size, or if you no
longer receive food stamps.

Income Exclusions:  The
value of any child care provided
or arranged, or any amount re-
ceived as payment for such
child care or reimbursement for
costs incurred for such care un-
der the Child Care Develop-
ment (Block Grant) Fund
should not be considered as in-
come for this program.

Nondi scr iminat ion
Statement:  This explains what
to do if you believe you have
been treated unfairly.  In accor-
dance with Federal law and U.
S. Department of Agriculture
policy, this institution is prohib-
ited from discriminating on the
basis of race, color, national ori-
gin, sex, age or disability.  To
file a complaint of discrimina-
tion, write to USDA,  Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Room
326-W, Whitten Building, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or
call 202-720-5964(voice or
TDD).  USDA is an equal op-
portunity provider and em-
ployer.

Meal Service to Chil-
dren with Disabilities:  Federal
regulations require schools and
institutions to serve meals at no
extra charge to children with a
disability which may restrict
their diet.  A student with a dis-
ability is defined in 7 CFR Part
15b.3 of Federal regulations, as
one who has a physical or men-
tal impairment which substan-
tially limits one or more major
life activities.

Major life activities are
defined to include functions
such as caring for one’s self,
performing manual tasks, walk-

ing, seeing, hearing, speaking,
breathing, learning, and work-
ing. You must request the spe-
cial meals from the school and
provide the school with medi-
cal certification from a doctor.
If you believe your child needs
substitutions because of a dis-
ability, please get in touch with
us for further information.

Confidentiality:  The
United States Department of
Agriculture has approved the
release of students names and
eligibility status without parent/
guardian consent, to persons
directly connected with the ad-
ministration or enforcement of
federal education programs
such as Title I and the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP), which are
United States Department of
Education programs used to
determine areas such as the al-
location of funds to schools, to
evaluate socioeconomic status
of the school’s attendance area,
and to assess educational
progress.

Information may also be
released to State health or State
education programs adminis-
tered by the State agency or lo-
cal education agency, provided
the State or local education
agency administers the pro-
gram, and federal, State or lo-
cal nutrition programs similar to
National School Lunch Pro-
gram.  Additionally, all informa-
tion contained in the free and
reduced price application may
be released to persons directly
connected with the administra-
tion or enforcement of pro-
grams authorized under the
National School Lunch Act
(NSLA) or Child Nutrition Act
(CAN); including the National
School Lunch and School
Breakfast Programs, the Special
Milk Program, the Child and
Adult Care Food Program,
Summer Food Program and the
Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infant and
Children (WIC); The Comptrol-
ler General of the United States
for audit purposes, and federal,
State or local law enforcement
officials investigating alleged
violation of the programs under
the NSLA or CNA.

The discloser of eligibil-
ity information not specifically
authorized by the NSLA re-
quires a written consent state-
ment from the parent/guardian.

This is a sample of the application form. If you’d like to apply for this
program, please use clip and complete the larger form shown on the
facing page, or contact your child’s school for another form.

Household Annual Monthly

Income chart:  This chart lists income levels according to household size and income levels received either
yearly, monthly or weekly. If your total household income is the same or less than the amounts on this chart,
your children may be eligible to receive free or reduce price meals.

Twice Monthly Bi-Weekly
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

$17,705
$23,736
$29,767
$35,798
$41,829
$47,860
$53,891
$59,922

$1,476
$1,978
$2,481
$2,984
$3,486
$3,989
$4,491
$4,994

$738
$989
$1,241
$1,492
$1,743
$1,995
$2,246
$2,497

$681
$913
$1,145
$1,377
$1,609
$1,841
$2,073
$2,305

$341
$457
$573
$689
$805
$921
$1,073
$1,153

For each additional family member, add ...
$6,031 $503 $252 $232 $116

Weekly
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This year in the Owego Apalachin
School District, the new middle school will
be joining the “Choose Sensibly” snack of-
ferings that were sold at the two elementary
schools last school year. These new snack
items will include the following nutritional
guidelines:
Snack items

�7 grams of fat, or less
�2 grams of saturated fat, or less

�360 mg. of sodium
�15 grams of sugar, or less

Beverage items
�All low-fat milk, or low-fat flavored

milk
�Juice with 25 percent of real juice, or

more
�Water or flavored water without added

sugar, artificial sweeteners or caffeine
�Beverage with less than 10 mg. of caf-

feine per serving
Also, the snack lines will include fresh

fruit, yogurt and ice creams that meet the
“Choose Sensibly” standards.

We hope that this first step will help our
students make wise choices when snacking.
For a full list of products that meet the
“Choose Sensibly” guidelines, go to the
NYSSFSA Web site and click on the left-hand
yellow “Choose Sensibly” bar.

OA adds new middle school to “Choose Sensibly” snack plan

COMPLETE ONLY ONE APPLICATION FOR YOUR HOUSEHOLD
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ThursdayWednesdayMonday Tuesday Friday

The Owego Apalachin School
District this year will continue with a
program that will make purchasing food
services easier for parents and children.

Parents are now able to put money
on student accounts using MasterCard
and Visa.

Parents can follow links from the

Paying for student meals: Now credit cards an option
district’s Web site (www.oacsd.org) to
fill out the order form on a secure site.

As in the past, parents may also
put money on a student’s account by
mailing a check or sending cash with
students.

To charge food services by using
either of those credit cards, go to the

district’s site and click on “Cafeteria –
Online Store” at the bottom of the home
page.

From there, click on “OAFood
Service” and follow directions from the
page.

To pay by check, make them pay-
able to ‘School Lunch Fund” and either

send them to school with your child, or
mail that payment to: Owego Apalachin
School District, Food Services Depart-
ment, 100 Elm Street, Owego N.Y.
13827.

If you have any questions, call
Betsey Bacelli or Nancy Ruiz at 687-
6284.

Chicken patty/roll
OAMS salad
Sub
Garden salad/Italian
Fruit/Milk variety

Lunch prices
for 2005-06

High school: $1.80         Middle school: $1.75         Elementary schools: $1.75
To pay by credit card, go to www.OACSD.org and locate

the “Cafeteria - Online Store” at the bottom of the home page.

Taco bar
OAMS salad
Sub
Lettuce and tomato
Salsa, Corn
Fruit/Milk variety

Soft shell beef taco
OAMS salad
Sub, Corn
Nacho cheese sauce
Nacho chips
Fruit/Milk variety

French bread pizza
OAMS salad
Sub
Broccoli
Fruit/Milk variety

7

27

21

13

98

161514

26

23222019

28 29 30

12 Chicken poppers
OAMS salad
Sub
Mashed potatoes
Dinner rolls
Fruit/Milk variety

Fiestada
OAMS salad
Sub, Corn
Fruit/Milk variety

Build a burger/roll
OAMS salad
Sub
French fries
Fruit/Milk variety

Pasta bar
OAMS salad
Sub
Garden salad
Italian bread
Fruit/Milk variety

Pizza wedge
OAMS salad
Sub
Broccoli
Pears
Fruit/Milk variety

Chicken slimmer
   parm
OAMS salad
Sub
Green beans
Fruit/Milk variety

BBQ rib on roll
OAMS salad
Sub
Pasta salad
Baby whole carrots
Fruit/Milk variety

Stromboli
OAMS salad
Sub
Peas
Fruit/Milk variety

Brunch lunch
Pancakes/sausage/
ham/cheese
   English muffin
OAMS salad
Sub, Tater tots
Orange juice
Milk variety

Pizza slice
OAMS salad
Sub
Garden salad
Fruit/Milk variety
Peanut butter
   cookies

Cheeseburger/bun
OAMS salad
Sub
French fries
Fruit/Milk variety

Chicken nuggets
OAMS salad
Sub
Mashed potatoes
Dinner rolls
Fruit/Milk variety

Rotini/meat sauce
OAMS salad
Sub
Garden salad/veggie
Italian bread
Fruit/Milk variety

Personal
   pizza/pepperoni
OAMS salad
Sub
Green beans
Fruit/Milk variety

Owego Apalachin’s SEPTEMBER Lunch Menu

Fran Tirinato, left, of Dollars for Scholars, was presented a check for $1,005 by Gene Cvik of the OA Board of
Education at the August 25 BOE meeting. OA garnered the check in large part thanks to Bernie Dolan, associate
superintendent of schools, and Bill Riddleberger, board president, as the two represented OA in the recent
Coughlin & Gerhart Golf for Scholars Tournament. Dolan and Riddleberger combined efforts with Cecil Wilcox
and Joe Steflik to finish second in the 13-team tourney. Candor won the tournament, which saw a total of
$12,310 in scholarship funds offered to area schools. Riddleberger also had an especially notable day, as he
won “Closest to the Pin” honors.

For The
Scholars

Understanding how busy life
gets, especially after school’s back in
session, Owego Free Academy wants
to make ordering your child’s year-
book as easy as possible.

That’s why OFA is partnering
with Jostens, our yearbook printer, to
provide a pay-from-home program.

Purchasing your yearbook from
home is quick and convenient, and it
eliminates the need for your child to
bring money to school.

Here’s how it works:
1. Your child completes an order

form at school - this will take place on
September 20.

2. Jostens will send a statement
by mail outlining your child’s order.

At that time you may make
adjustments to all or part of your order.

OFA teams
with Jostens for
easy yearbook
orders Sept. 20
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ted to devising a plan that
would allow for members of
our community to utilize this
world-class facility without an
added cost to the school
district,” said Dr. Mychael
Willon, OA superintendent of
schools.

“As we embark on this
new school year, we’re
thrilled to announce that, from
the public’s standpoint, very
little will have changed at the
pool.”

One minor change will
be in the hours the pool is
open to the public. While
nearly all community swim

Pool Continued from Page 1
times will remain the same,
now the pool will be closed on
Sundays.

It was previously open
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The school’s swimming
program will require schedule
changes for community swim
times, periodically throughout
the school year.

�The rest of the
schedule for community swim
times will be as follows:

�6 to 7:30 a.m. Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays

�11:45 a.m. to 12:45
p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays

�5 to 9 p.m. Mondays
through Fridays

�9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays

A lifeguard will be on
duty during these hours,
according to Gary Crossman,
teaching assistant.

Membership fees will
also remain the same, said
Crossman. Annual member-
ship fees are as follows:

�Family: $300
�Individual: $200
�Senior citizen: $175
�For individual ses-

sions, the prices will remain
$3 for adults and $2 for

children.
In addition, said

Crossman, all other program-
ming will remain in place,
including the aquatics
program, swim lessons and
water aerobics.

Details about these
programs will be announced
in the coming weeks.

The OA pool is ex-
pected to be operational by the
start of school, as the final
mechanical work was sched-
uled to have been completed
this past week with the arrival
of a new impeller.

“Our goal has been and

continues to be that we get our
pool up and running as
quickly as possible,” said
Crossman.

He added that he
estimates that the community
swim program will likely
begin “between mid-Septem-
ber and October 1.”

“That will allow us the
time to have a full staff hired
and in place,” Crossman said.
“By then, we expect to be
running smoothly.”

For information, you
can call 687-6352 (once
school starts), which is the
poolside number.

Photos by Reathea Woodburn

Members f the Owego Apalachin music program
participated in the annual Strawberry Festival
activities over the summer. Owego Elementary
School’s Reathea Woodburn captured these
images from one of the day’s events.

At The
Festival

The Owego Apalachin School
District wishes to notify you that all eli-
gible parents and students have the fol-
lowing rights in relation to student
records.

You have:
�The right to inspect and review

students’ educational records.
�The right of a student’s parents

or an eligible student to seek to correct
parts of the student’s education records
which he or she believes to be inaccu-
rate, misleading or in violation of the
student’s rights.

These rights include the right to a
hearing to present evidence that the
records should be changed if the district
decides not to alter it according to the
parent’s or an eligible student’s request.

�The right to report or file a com-
plaint with the Department of Education
if the school district violates FERPA
(Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act).

District notification of
parents’ and students’ rights

�The right to exercise a limited
control over other people’s access to stu-
dents’ educational records.

�The right to seek and correct the
student’s educational records, in a hear-
ing, if necessary.

�The right to be informed about
FERPA rights.

You have the following rights:
�The school district shall limit the

disclosure of information contained in
the student’s education records except
(1) by prior written consent of the
student’s parents or an eligible student;
(2) directory information; or, (3) under
certain limited circumstances, as permit-
ted by FERPA.

�If either a student’s parents or an
eligible student desires to obtain copies
of the policy pertaining to student
records, notification should be presented
to (the individual who would receive the
application, as well as the person’s ad-
dress).

OA district has procedures
in place for filing grievances

Cameras in place on OA buses

The OA School District does
not discriminate in employment or in
education programs and activities
which it operates, on the basis of sex,
race or disability in violation of Title
IX of the Education Amendments of
1972, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, or 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973.

In any person believes that
the school district or any of the
district’s staff has inadequately
applied the principles or regulations of
(1) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, (2) Title IX of the Education
Amendment Act of 1972, (3) Article

504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
or (4) Title II of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, that person may bring
forward a complaint which shall be
referred to as a grievance, to the
district’s compliance officer.

The district compliance
officer for the Anti-Harassment Policy
(GBCB) and the Anti-Discrimination
Policy (AC) is Bernie Dolan.
Associate superintendent of schools.
He can reached by writing to him at
36 Talcott St., Owego, N.Y. 13827 or
by calling him at 687-6223.

The policies referenced here
are available for public inspection.

The Owego Apalachin
School District has six video cameras
that are rotated to different buses on a
random basis.

The district has a Board of
Education policy and regulations to
govern the use of the cameras and
protect the rights of students.

The policy and regulations
have been reviewed by the district’s
legal counsel for compliance with
applicable state and federal laws
related to student records.

The video cameras will be
used on school buses transporting
students to and from school or

extracurricular activities. The video
recordings will be stored and secured
to avoid tampering and the insure
confidentiality.

The recordings will be stored
for five days. After five days, most of
the tapes will be erased and used
again. Only in the event of a student
incident will the tape(s) be kept on file
until resolution of the situation.

If you have questions related
to this issue, please contact either
Tony Quaranta (supervisor of
transportation) at 687-6300 or Bernie
Dolan(associate superintendent of
schools) at 687-6223.
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Diving Invitational, OFA, TBA
�Football vs. Dryden
(Homecoming), 1:30 p.m.
�Boys Cross Country @ Unatego
(Invitational), 9:45 a.m.
�Girls Cross Country @ Unatego
(Invitational), 9:45 a.m.

OCTOBER 3
�Girls Tennis vs. Ithaca, 4 p.m.

OCTOBER 5
�Girls Soccer vs. M-E, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf vs. JC,
Traditions in the Glen, 4 p.m.
�Field Hockey
vs. Windsor, 4:15 p.m.

OCTOBER 7
�Girls Soccer @ Norwich/Perry
Browne School, 4:40 p.m.
�Girls Swimming
@ M-E, 5:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 8
�Football vs. Norwich
(Sr. Recognition), 1:30 p.m.
�Boys Cross Country
vs. Conwicke-Stock,
Arnold Park, 10 a.m.
�Girls Cross Country vs.
Conwicke-Stock,
Arnold Park, 10 a.m.

OCTOBER 11
�Boys Soccer @ JC,
Green Field, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf vs. M-E,
Traditions in the Glen, 4 p.m.
�Field Hockey @
Whitney Point, 4:15 p.m.

OCTOBER 14
�Boys Soccer vs. Oneonta
(Sr. Recognition), 4:30 p.m.
�Girls Swimming vs. SV, 5:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 15
�Girls Soccer
@ Oneonta, Hall of Fame, 7 p.m.
�Football @ SV, 1:30 p.m.
�Boys Cross Country
STAC Championships, TBA
�Girls Cross Country
STAC Championships, TBA

SEPTEMBER 3
�Football vs. Corning E, 1:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 6
�Girls Soccer vs. Norwich,
4:30 p.m.
�Golf vs. JC, Catatonk, 4 p.m.
�Field Hockey vs. NV, 4:15 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 7
�Girls Tennis vs. SCC
@ Rec Park, 4 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 8
�Girls Soccer @ JC,
�Green Field, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Soccer @ Corning E
Stadium, 7 p.m.
�Boys Golf vs.
Whitney Point, Catatonk, 4 p.m.
�Girls Swimming vs.
Whitney Point, 5:30 p.m.
�Field Hockey vs.
Tioga Center, 4:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 9
�Girls Tennis at JC, 4 p.m.
�Boys Soccer vs. M-E, 4:30 p.m.
�Girls Swimming
vs. Norwich, 5:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 10
�Football vs. JC, 1:30 p.m.
�Boys Cross Country
@ Windsor (Invitational), 9 a.m.
�Girls Cross Country
@ Windsor (Invitational), 9 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 12
�Girls Tennis @ Ithaca, 4 p.m.
�Boys Soccer
vs. Whitney Point, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf
vs. Ithaca, RT Jones CC, 4 p.m.
�Field Hockey
vs. Spencer Van-Etten, 4:15 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 13
�Girls Soccer
@ Whitney Point, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf vs. SV,
Catatonk Golf Course,
4 p.m.
�Boys Cross Country @ Norwich,
Gibson Elementary, 4:30 p.m.

�Girls Cross Country @ Norwich,
Gibson Elementary, 4:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 14
�Girls Tennis @ M-E, 4 p.m.
�Boys Soccer @ CF, 4:30 p.m.
�Girls Swimming
@ Windsor, 5:30 p.m.
�Field Hockey @ M-E, 4:15 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 15
�Girls Soccer vs. CF, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf  vs. CF,
Genegatslet, 4 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 16
�Girls Tennis vs. Norwich, 4 p.m.
�Boys Soccer @ Ithaca, 7 p.m.
�Boys Golf vs. SCC,
Catatonk Golf Course, 4 p.m.
�Field Hockey
@ Windsor, 4:15 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 17
�Girls Swimming Invitational
@ OFA, TBA
�Football @ Elmira FA, 1:30 p.m.
�Boys Cross Country @ Elmira,
Newton Battlefield, 9 a.m.
�Girls Cross Country @ Elmira,
Newton Battlefield, 9 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 19
�Boys Soccer vs. SCC, 4:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 20
�Girls Soccer @ SCC,
BC United, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf vs. CV,
Genegantslet, 4 p.m.
�Field Hockey vs.
Whitney Point, 4:15 p.m.
�Boys Cross Country
vs. M-E, Hickories Park, 4:30 p.m.
�Girls Cross Country
vs. M-E, Hickories Park, 4:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 21
�Girls Tennis vs. M-E, 4 p.m.
�Boys Soccer
@ Windsor, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf vs.
Windsor, Beldon Hill, 4 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 22
�Girls Soccer

vs. Windsor, 4:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 23
�Girls Tennis vs. JC, 4 p.m.
�Girls Swimming
@ JC, 5:30 p.m.
�Football @ Oneonta, 7 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 24
�Boys Soccer @ Goshen,
CJ Hooker MS, 2 p.m.
�Girls Swimming Invitational
@ Elmira, TBA
�Field Hockey
@ Tioga Center, 11 a.m.
�Boys Cross Country Invitational,
Hickories Park, 9 a.m.
�Girls Cross Country Invitational,
Hickories Park, 9 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 26
�Boys Soccer @ CV,
N. Otsiningo Park, 4:30 p.m.
�Field Hockey
@ Spencer Van-Etten, 4:15 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 27
�Girls Soccer vs. CV, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf @ Oneonta,
Oneonta Country Club, 4 p.m.
�Boys Cross Country
Double Duals vs. Oneonta,
JC, 4:30 p.m.
�Girls Cross Country
Double Duals vs. Oneonta,
JC, 4:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 28
�Boys Soccer vs. SV, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf STAC Champs,
Ely Park, 9:30 a.m.
�Field Hockey
@ Greene, 4:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 29
�Girls Soccer @ SV, 4:30 p.m.
�Boys Golf STAC Champs
rain date, 9:30 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 30
�Girls Tennis @ Norwich, 4 p.m.
�Field Hockey vs. M-E, 4:15 p.m.

OCTOBER 1
�Girls Swimming

Varsity Fall Sports Calendar, Includes Events Through October 15

Important Dates On The Owego Apalachin Calendar
SEPTEMBER 15
Board of Education meeting
Distict Office – 7 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 16
Early Release Day, District Wide

SEPTEMBER 21
Senior/Parent Planning
Owego Free Academy – 6:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 24
OACSD/Foundation
for Excellence Annual Yard Sales
Owego Free Academy – 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 26
Meet the Teacher night
Owego Middle School – 6 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 26
Open House
Owego Free Academy – 7 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 29
Board of Education meeting
District Office – 7 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 30
Meet the Teacher Night
Owego Elementary School – 6:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 1
Homecoming
Owego Free Academy – 1:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 7
Schools Closed
 Superintendent’s Conference Day

OCTOBER 10
Schools Closed – Columbus Day

OCTOBER 20
Board of Education meeting
District Office – 7 .m.

OCTOBER 21
OA Theater Dedication Concert
Owego Middle School – 7:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 26
Early Release, District Wide


