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BUDGET VOTE

Election Day is Tuesday, May 19

2009-10 budget would establish a Cisco Academy at OFA

One additional pro-
gram Owego Apalachin pro-
poses to add to the 2009-2010
budget comes at the high school
level, and would introduce sev-
eral new technology certifica-
tion courses through the estab-
lishment of a Cisco Academy.

According to Bob
Farrell, OA chief information of-
ficer, through the Cisco Acad-
emy, students receive training
at various levels, from micro-
computer specialist all the way
up to a full-blown network spe-
cialist.

“They’ll leave the pro-
gram as certified Cisco and
Microsoft specialists, with
training and credentials to im-
mediately gain entry to good-
paying jobs in the IT industry,”
Farrell said.

“If students want to be-
gin work right away, this train-
ing will lay an outstanding foun-
dation.

“And for those going on
to college, it will be a strong
basis for subsequent work in
engineering, computer science,
and any technology-related ca-
reer.

“Qur technology and
business teachers are very en-
thusiastic about it, and we’re

certain students will share in
that excitement.”

Cisco, one of the largest
computer networking compa-
nies in the world, is recognized
as a leader network infrastruc-
ture technology, said Farrell.

“They created a program
a handful of years ago called
Cisco Networking Academy,
and what it’s designed to do is
to provide training in education
and industry to individuals who
seek recognized certification in
the area of information technol-
ogy, specializing in networking,”
Farrell said.

“So, Cisco creates what
are known as regional acad-
emies all over the world. They’ll
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do them in a K-12 environment,
in a university setting, or at a
privately owned institution,” he
said.

“A K-12 set-up can be es-
tablished within a school dis-
trict, and there are organiza-
tional requirements.”

They are:

*A dedicated classroom

*A PC for every student

#Sufficient Internet con-
nectivity

#L ocal server to down-
load and deliver course content

+To budget for lab bundle
and training

* A certified instructor

“We would make the fol-
lowing commitment to such a

“(Students) will leave
the program as
certified Cisco and
Microsoft specialists,
with training and
credentials to
immediately gain entry
to good-paying jobs in
the IT industry.”

- Bob Farrell
OA Chief Info. Officer

program,” said Farrell. “We’d
dedicate a lab to the program,
then we’d purchase the neces-
sary networking bundles (rout-
ers, switches, cables, etc.) to set
up small- to medium-sized net-
works, which you purchase
from Cisco. Another piece of this
is that you need to have your
teachers certified as Cisco in-
structors.

“Abig part of the success
of such a program is to also get
teachers excited about teaching
the information,” Farrell added.
“The curriculum is already writ-
ten, the bundle package is pre-
designed, so there’s nothing a
teacher needs to do except learn
the curriculum, then teach it.”

After a student completes
this course, Farrell said, they can
sit for an exam, after which they
earn Cisco Networking certifica-
tion. They put that on their re-
sume and they immediately have
industry-recognized, employ-
able skills walking out of high
school.

“Why would we consider
doing this? The answer is
simple,” Farrell said.

“The industries that are
growing anywhere in the world
are technology-based, so
there’s a vast need for those
professionals, and what we’d be
doing is preparing them, with a
solid base, to take those jobs.

“Now, while the goal is to
arm students with a base foun-
dation to enter a college to fur-
ther these skills,” Farrell added,
“they would also already be
armed with skills for a large
range of jobs that are available
to students.

“Small to medium-sized
businesses are demanding net-
working skills from employees
today,” Farrell said, “and before
or during college, how can stu-
dents develop those skills?

“Through Cisco, and, we
hope, right here at Owego
Apalachin.”



