Public Hearing

7 p.m. Monday, November 29, at OES

7 p.m. Tuesday, November 30, at AES

Bus Vote

1 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, December 7, at OES & AES

Bus Vote 2010

Owego Apalachin residents will be asked on December 7, 2010, to cast a vote regarding the district’s proposed bus replacement plan for the 2010-2011 school year.

According to Tony Quaranta, OA’s transportation director, the replacement plan was officially set in motion, adopted by the district’s Board of Education in 2002. Under the plan, each year, buses that have reached the end of their useful life (which is approximately 10-12 years) are taken out of active service and are replaced by new buses.

Of the four buses scheduled for replacement, three are full-size buses, one is a smaller bus. The three full-sized buses have logged a combined 375,000-plus miles, while the smaller bus has more than 185,000 miles.

With voter approval in December, the OA district would purchase four new buses. At that time, four worn-out buses would be retired or sold at auction. Some of the buses that would no longer be used for daily transportation of students could also be transferred to the district’s maintenance department.

In years past, retired buses have been retained by the maintenance staff and have been transformed into utility vehicles. Most of the bright blue trucks you see on and around the OA campus were once buses that have been put to work sanding, plowing, towing and hauling. Recently, too, the OA district was able to transform an old bus into a dump truck, saving taxpayers approximately $50,000 in the process. That dump truck is going strong today.

To fund the bus replacement program, OA issues bonds (borrows money). The bonds are paid back over five years.

“It’s important for our residents to know that each year, our district receives New York State Transportation Aid, which covers 86 percent of the debt service (principal and interest) on the bonds,” explained Dr. Bill Russell, OA superintendent.

For example, a bus that costs $100,000 only costs Owego Apalachin taxpayers $14,000 in local funds after state aid.

This state transportation aid is available specifically for the purchase of these new school buses. In the event OA does not use its share of state aid toward new bus purchases, some other school district in New York state will.

“In this scenario, the local cost for four new buses, spread over five years, would be about $11,200 per year from the district’s general funds.” added Dr. Russell. “The funds budgeted for those now-paid-off buses are then available to pay for the next cycle of replacement buses, without a significant increase in the budget” Dr. Russell said.

“This long-term bus replacement plan makes sure the district stays on a regular replacement cycle, keeps the bus fleet in good condition, and results in minimal impact on taxpayers and the budget.”

“Something people ask me about often is why we don’t have full buses on routes,” said Quaranta. “The fact is, we do, every day. But people often see buses as they’re nearing the end of a route by the day’s end, or as they’re just beginning in the morning.”

Quaranta said the district possesses sophisticated software that helps analyze bus routes on a regular basis. “We look at ways to consolidate our routes quite often,” said Quaranta. 

“We’re always looking for ways to more efficient with our fuel, as well as to make sure that our children spend the least amount of time on the bus each day.”

“Each of our school buses faces a monthly in-house inspection, and they are then subjected to rigorous New York state inspections twice a year,” said Cliff Halliday, OA’s chief mechanic.

“This past year, our buses passed DOT inspections 100 percent of the time. Getting the older buses to meet standards, though, can become prohibitively expensive and consume a great deal of our mechanics’ time. Recent body work on one bus alone cost the OA district more than $5,000.”

Quaranta said he believes the replacement plan makes sense not only from a budgetary perspective, but from an energy efficiency angle, as well.

“New school buses get 60 percent better fuel mileage than their older counterparts,” he said. “Buses that would be replaced get no better than 5 mpg, while the new buses average 8 mpg.

“Over the life of one of these newer buses, it will potentially consume nearly 10,000 fewer gallons than the older buses. Using today’s prices for diesel fuel, that translates to a real savings of more than $25,000 per bus.”

Voting on the OA bus replacement proposition will take place from 1 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, December 7. Absentee ballots are available from the school district office at 36 Talcott Street, Owego.


There will be two public hearings on the bus replacement proposition: 7 p.m. Monday, November 29, at OES; 7 p.m. Tuesday, November 30, at AES.
